
 

 

Montgomery  
Presbyterian Camp & Conference Center 

88 SE 75th Street  ~ Starke, FL   32091 
Office (352) 473-4516    Fax  (352) 473-4723 

Web Site: www.montgomerycenter.org 
 

For persons to experience Christ in ways that deepen faith and strengthen relationships. 
 

 
 
 
Dear Camper and Parent, WWA, Caving, Mountain Adventure 
 
Greetings from Montgomery! We have a wonderful adventure in store for you this summer. We are eagerly preparing 
and training our staff to provide an exciting and quality Christian camping experience. In the process of scaling new 
heights or depths, making new friends, sharing in study and worship, getting soaking wet and experiencing God in 
creation at every turn, we hope you will be challenged to grow in your relationship with Jesus Christ. This summer we 
will be studying ÒHandle With CareÓ, a curriculum focusing on GodÕs gift of Creation.  We will explore the stories of 
GodÕs creation of the world, NoahÕs Ark, JesusÕ image of the Lilies, the Parable of the Talents, and the Good 
Commission.  What a great topic for an adventure camp. Each day we will explore a different aspect of this theme 
through Bible study, recreation, campfire and worship. We want your Montgomery experience to be one of the most 
enjoyable and significant weeks in your summer. 
 
I am sure you have many questions about your childÕs experience at Montgomery. Below are a few of the more 
commonly asked questions and the answers. If you have other questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us by e-
mail at the addresses below or by phone at (352) 473-4516. We realize how important it is to you that your son or 
daughter has a positive and safe experience while in our care! 
Yours In Christ, 

Cal Findeiss 
Program Director 

.  
Camp Details 

 
When should my child arrive at camp? 

Mountain Adventure and Caving: Check-in begins in the Dining Hall at 3:00 
p.m. on the opening day. We will be setup to receive campers from 3:00 to 4:30 
p.m.  Please do not arrive before this time, the staff will be busy preparing for your 
childÕs arrival. We strongly discourage late check-in because programs begin immediately and your camper may have trouble 
catching up. 
Wild Water Adventure:  Check-in is at 9am on Sunday, July 8. Please do your best to arrive on time.  As soon as everyone is here 
you will board the van and head up to Atlanta. 

When does camp end? 
On the last day of camp, we will have a closing celebration at 4:00 p.m. to which parents are cordially invited. Camp ends at 4:45 
p.m. on that last day. It is important that campers not be left waiting. Late arrival of parents or other rides home may fuel fears of 
having been forgotten, or the possible occurrence of an accident. Plus, your camper will be excited to see you and eager to share all 
that has happened over the week. The staff thanks you in advance for arriving at your camperÕs closing celebration at 4:00 p.m. 
and being present for the closing of camp at 4:45 p.m. 

 
What will my child be doing? 

While at Montgomery, your camper will be involved in a variety of fun activities designed to help him/her develop self-esteem 
and an understanding of how to live in Christian community with others. Mountain Adventure and Caving campers will start their 
adventure on the Montgomery challenge course, then prepare to embark on their adventures!  Wild Water campers will board the 
van as soon as everyone is here and head to Atlanta for white water rafting and canoeing before returning to Florida to experience 
the Ichetucknee River and play on the beach. 
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What Can You Do to Prepare Your Child? 

 
How can I enrich my childÕs experience? 

Your attitude has a lot to do with creating a happy camping experience for your child. Talk to your child about how much fun they 
will have at camp and how you are looking forward to hearing all about it when they get home. Even the most well-intentioned 
parent can help create separation anxiety before the camper ever gets to camp by discussing homesickness and how much the child 
will be missed while at camp. When your child returns from camp, be sure to listen to Òcamp newsÓ with interest and encourage 
elaboration. Search for improvements in behavior and attitudes, new talents or interests, and a new awareness of Christian life. 
You have the wonderful opportunity of nurturing the ÒseedsÓ that have been planted. 

 
 

Communication With Your Child at Camp 
 
Should I write and/or e-mail my camper while at Montgomery? 

Yes!! It is great for campers to receive letters from home. Parents need to remember to write early in the week or even the 
previous week. If mail arrives before a camper, we will hold it for the week your camper will be here. Mail is delivered to 
Montgomery between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. daily. If a letter arrives after the closing day of camp, we will forward it to 
your home address early in the next week.  Address mail to the Montgomery address on page 1 

C/O Camper Name, Gender, and Camp Info  
(i.e. Jane Smith, Challenge Camp June 2-7) 

You can email your camper through eCamp (see eCamp page for how to email your camper). E-mail will be printed at 2pm daily. 
Campers will not be able to view html greeting cards or to e-mail responses to you. Thank you in advance for your understanding. 
Mail and e-mail are delivered when your child is on site.  Sometimes that is during the week and sometimes not until Friday.  
Please donÕt let this deter communication with your camper.  

 
What about telephone calls? 

Please do not tell your child to call you during camp. We strongly discourage phone calls. We will contact you if there is a 
problem or concern with your child. If there is an emergency and you need to contact your child, feel free to call our office. 
There is an answering machine connected to this number that will be on at all times. 

 
Can I visit my child at camp? 

Parents and visitors are welcome and encouraged to tour camp at check-in and on closing day. During our short camp sessions, 
however, visitors are discouraged. For the safety of those at camp, all who visit our site must check in at the office upon arrival. 

 
 
 

   
Health Information  

 
How do I inform the camp of any health issues my camper might have? 

The camp staff is very interested in your camperÕs welfare. Thorough completion of the medical form will help us to see to it that 
your camper has a happy and safe experience. WITHOUT FAIL , your camper must have a complete and notarized medical form 
on file to be admitted to camp. If your child brings medication to camp, clearly mark the childÕs name and instructions on the 
medication and complete the medication section of the Medical Form. All medication will be turned in to the camp medical staff 
on arrival. Please do not send prescription medication unless it has been prescribed for the child attending camp and it is in the 
original container. All completed and notarized medical forms must be sent to Montgomery at least 2 week prior to the first 
day of camp.  

 
What if my child gets sick or injured while at camp? 

If your child becomes ill or is injured while at camp you will be notified by phone. We do have a nurse-in-residence for all 
summer camp sessions as well as an on-call doctor. 
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Is my child insured while at camp? 

Those campers not insured by a family health or other type policy will be covered by the campÕs secondary sickness and accident 
policy. 
 

What to Pack and What NOT to Pack! 
How and what do we pack? 

Remember that you will be moving around a lot and so donÕt bring anything that you donÕt absolutely have to have.  Also, there is 
a good possibility that anything you bring could come home dirty and/or soaking wet.  The camp is not responsible for loss or 
damage of personal items, labeling items brought to camp is highly recommended. We have a lost and found box, so please 
contact us immediately if something turns up missing. Unclaimed items will be donated to the needy two (2) weeks after the end 
of each camp. 

* * * What to Bring To Camp * * *  
_____ Soft duffle bag or backpack to hold all your gear.  (Suitcases may not be the most effective means of transporting your 

gear while tent camping.) 
_____ Comfortable clothes.  (Mountain Adventure campers will want to bring clothing suitable for hiking in mountainous 

regions in which temperature variances are much greater than those in Florida, and also loose enough to allow for 
hiking up and down a mountain. Layers are encouraged. Clothing worn during Caving WILL get very muddy and 
dirty.) 

_____ 2 Flashlights with extra batteries for campsite use Headlamps are best for general use and required for caving 
camp.  (Two AA batteries will last about 1-1 1/2 hours in a small flashlight.) 

_____ Pencil 
_____ Soap, toiletries, personal items (If you wear contacts or glasses please bring an extra pair just in case.) 
_____ Towels and washcloths 
_____ Sleeping bag (Wrap it in 2 heavy duty trash bags and seal with a reusable twist-tie) and pillow  
_____ Water shoes, river sandals, or old tennis shoes that can get wet!  (Sandals must strap to foot, no slip-ons.  Also 

remember your feet will get a tan or you can plan to wear socks or lots of waterproof sunscreen.  Sunburned feet are 
terribly painful!!) 

_____ Additional tennis shoes and another of pair of old tennis shoes, if you have them 
_____ Hiking shoes or boots (For Mountain Adventure campers, regular tennis shoes will be fine for the section of the A.T. 

that we will hike.  If you do choose to bring your personal hiking boots, please bring them already properly broken-in. 
New or improperly broken-in hiking boots can result in painful blisters and may cause other foot problems.) 

_____ Jacket or sweater (itÕs always cooler on the mountain and in the caves) 
_____ Raincoat and hat 
_____ Swimming gear and an extra towel (WWA campers will need a few swim suits and towelsÐevery day, except for travel 

days, campers will be involved in water activities everyday.) 
_____ Water bottle (screw cap or secure top) 
_____ Insect repellent (deep woods type) 
_____ Sports type sunscreen and lip protection with SPF of at least 15 (Bullfrog is great) 
_____ Cap or hat (something with a visor or a fedora) and gloves (WWA/Cave)  
_____ At least 6 extra heavy-duty trash bags for packing if itÕs wet. 
_____ WWA and Mountain Adventure Only: About $10-$20 for snacks or drinks when we stop for gas. 
_____ WWA and Mountain Adventure Only: MP3 player, CD player, headphones (Used only during designated times on 

long bus rides.  These items will be the sole responsibility of the camper and Montgomery will not be responsible if 
these items are damaged, stolen, etc.)  

_____ Caving Camp Only: Caving Clothes: long pants, long-sleeved shirt, closed toe shoes.  (These clothes will get 
FILTHY.) 
  Flashlights: Headlamp + 3 carry  Extra Batteries: 2-3 extra sets of batteries for EACH light 
  Small backpack or fanny pack 
  OPTIONAL (but highly recommended): gardening gloves and knee-pads 

   
DO NOT BRING: Cell phones, DVD players, TVÕs, Gameboys, skateboards, bicycles, weapons, fireworks, etc. 


